PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

If Herr Braun, who is extolled as a representative of democratic Germany,
who was chased from office and from Germany by the same "patriotic"
organisations which have since been forged into the Nazi movement, can
shed a sentimental tear and bewail the abolition of universal military service
and the partial disarmament of a "profoundly warlike people like the Ger-
mans", what can one expect from ordinary Germans, who have not suffered
such unpleasant experiences?

It should be remembered, too, that the military renascence of Germany
was initialled by the liberal democrat Herr Gessler, who as Minister of the
Reichwehr collaborated closely with General von Seeckt, an organiser of
genius. It was the German Left which always supported Stresemann as the
champion of the Foreign Policy of the Reich, and it was Stresemann who,
with Hugo Stinnes, founded the German People's Party, the political organ
of the great industrialists, who pursued a policy designed to achieve the same
aims as those to which Hitler aspired and which he later proceeded to realise.

The Weimar Republic began its career with a strange coalition between
the Left and the Army, and, owing to its toleration of the terrorist activities
of the secret patriotic organisations, passed its life in an atmosphere of duplicity,
thinking of revanche^ supporting the army and the great industrialists, and
fostering the heavy industries as an indispensable condition for the organi-
sation of a modern, mechanised armed force. It ended its life ingloriously,
but logically, by capitulating without resistance to Adolf Hitler. If then
we turn to the Weimar Republic to fortify our hopes of a new and better
Germany in the future, we find only the dragon seeds of renewed militarism.

There may be those who refuse to see the links between the German war
against Denmark in 1864, the German war against Austria in 1866, the
German war against France in 1870, the German war against the world
in 1914 and again in 1939.

Who is so deafe or so blinde as is hee

That wilfully will neither heare nor see.  . .  .

LONDON, August 1941.
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